
Call for Artists’ Qualifications — Five Seasons Parking Ramp 
(1st Avenue and 5th Street NE) Mural 

$30,000 
 
The City of Cedar Rapids and Advocates for Social Justice are partnering in an effort to 
install a mural that celebrates our diverse community and calls attention to social and racial 
justice on the Five Season Parking Ramp. 

We are seeking information on qualification from artists who are interested in creating an 
original mural at this site. We are open to a wide variety of artistic styles, but are seeking 
artwork with themes that align with the goals and mission of Advocates for Social Justice 

For the first phase of the selection process, we ask that artists submit samples of their most 
similar previous work, along with an artist biography and brief description of their interest in 
the project and artistic process. After reviewing qualifications, the selection group will ask for 
more detailed, site-specific proposals from a few top candidates.  

The selected artist will received a total of $30,000. The artist will be responsible for the 
purchase of all necessary materials and equipment to install the mural, including a lift, 
primer, paints, and any other safety equipment and painting supplies. Half of the payment 
will be issued upon entering into a contract, to allow the artist to purchase supplies. The 
second half of the payment will be issued upon the completion of the mural. 

The goal for installation of the mural is Fall 2021 or Spring 2022. We will work with the 
selected artist to determine an installation schedule.  

 

See following pages for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Site Details:  

The proposed site for this mural is on the staircase “tower” portion of the Five Seasons 
Parking Ramp, located at 400 1st Ave NE, as shown in the image below. The mural should 

start at the level of the adjacent skywalk. 

 

 



Content Guidelines:  

• We are open to a wide variety of artistic styles.  
• The themes of the mural should connect to the mission of Advocates for Social 

Justice and celebrate social and racial justice.  
• Submission should not include any business advertising or logos, any imagery 

copyrighted by a different entity, profanity, or political campaigning.  

Artist Responsibilities:  

• The Artist shall be responsible for site preparation, including surface cleaning and 
applying surface-appropriate primer/sealer. 

• The Artist shall be responsible for making minor alterations to the conceptual design 
to create a final approved design. No more than 3 rounds of edits shall be requested.  

• The Artist will be responsible for providing all necessary materials for installation, 
including paint, brushes/applicators, and any necessary ladders or lifts. All paints 
should be artist-grade, ASTM Lightfastness I, and recommended for exterior use.  

• The Artist shall be responsible for applying UV-resistant varnish to the completed 
mural. 

• The Artist shall coordinate an installation schedule in collaboration with the City.  
• The Artist will be responsible for all travel and accommodation expenses during 

installation. Parking is available in the parking structure. Street parking is not 
available adjacent to the site.  

• The Artist shall be responsible for meeting the City’s insurance requirements. 
Insurance certificate will be required upon selection and entering into contract with 
the City. See attachment for the City’s insurance requirements.  

• The Artist shall provide the City with a list of paint brands and colors used and shall 
remain available for touchups in the event of damage to the mural for at least 1 year.  

Submission Details: 

• The deadline for submissions is August 9, 2021. 
• Selection of a small number of finalist will be made by August 13, 2021. Finalists will be 

invited to submit site-specific design proposals by September 7. 
• Submissions of qualifications should include: 

• Examples of your previous completed work. Large-scale murals or painting 
work is preferred. 

• An artist statement and biography that describes your past work, artistic 
practice, and interest in this specific project. 

• Artists may submit as an individual or as part of group. 
• Files submitted should be no larger than 2mb. PDF formats preferred.  

Submissions must be made via email to s.brueckert@cedar-rapids.org. Feel free to reach out 
with any questions on the project.  

mailto:s.brueckert@cedar-rapids.org


ATTACHMENT 1: City Insurance Requirements 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS AND DOCUMENTS 
The Artist, at his/her own expense, shall procure and maintain the following insurance so as to cover all risk which 
shall arise directly or indirectly from the Artist’s obligations and activities: 
 

1. Workers Compensation and Employers Liability Insurance meeting the requirements of the Iowa 
Workers Compensation Law covering all of the Artist’s employees carrying out their work. 

2. General Liability Insurance with limits of liability of at least $1,000,000 per occurrence for Bodily Injury 
and Property Damage.  As a minimum, coverage for Premises, Operations, Products and Completed 
Operations shall be included.  This coverage shall protect the public or any person from injury or property 
damages sustained by reason of the Contractor or its employees carrying out their work. 

3. Automobile Liability Insurance with either a combined limit of at least $1,000,000 per occurrence for 
bodily injury and property damage without sub-limits or split limits of at least $1,000,000 for bodily injury 
per person per occurrence and $1,000,000 for property damage per occurrence.  Coverage shall include 
all owned, hired, and non-owned motor vehicles used in the performance of work by the Artist or its 
employees. 

Subcontractors.   In the case of any work sublet, the Artist shall require subcontractors and independent 
contractors working under the direction of either the Artist or a subcontractor to carry and maintain the same 
workers compensation and liability insurance required of the Artist. 

Qualifying Insurance.  Policies shall be issued by insurers who are authorized to do business in the State of Iowa.  
All policies shall be occurrence form and not claims made form.  The Artist shall be responsible for deductibles and 
self-insured retentions in the Artist’s insurance policies. 

Additional Insured.  The City, its officers and employees shall be named as additional insured on the Artist’s, 
subcontractor’s, and independent contractor’s liability insurance policies and certificates of insurance.  This 
provision does not apply to workers compensation insurance. 

Certificate of Insurance Requirements 

1. “City of Cedar Rapids, its officers and employees” shall be designated as additional insured’s. 

2. The minimum liability limits required by the City are $1,000,000.  This must be occurrence form liability 
coverage. 

3. The following address must appear in the Certificate Holder section:  City of Cedar Rapids and its 
employees, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52401. 

4. Certificate of Insurance must be provided to the City prior to starting the project.  Certificates may be sent 
by email, fax, mail, or delivery. 

5. The Artist shall provide the City with a renewal certificate of insurance twenty (20) days prior to policy 
expiration dates. 
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